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niskama karma as the way of moral life. Karma
is done because it is impossible to be without doing
it. But it ought to be done without caring for the
fruits or consequences, as niskama karma. It is
duty for duty's sake. Then the karma yoqin is
not a slave oF the senses, but is a victor thereof.
Every man has a station in life and some duties
pertaining to it. He ought to do them as duties
irrespective of the consequences He may succeed
or fail, derive pleasure or suffer from pain; he
should not care for them.

Karma has three meanings. In the scientific
sense, every karma is an effect and it follows
from a cause or set of causes. It also determines
the future action. In this way it becomes a
continuous series; and the theory may lead to
fatalism. No man can escape his past and he is
the slave of destiny. In a higher or moral sense,
karma is the action of a karta and the karta
is morally free: he has the will to shape his
future, according to his conviction. But when
once the action is done, he cannot escape its
consequences. What a man sows, that he reaps
and the moral law of retribution works with
mathematical precision. Good deeds are never
losty so also bad deeds, and it is the deeds that
determine a roan^ character. But if karma is done
by him as niskama karma, he is free as he does